INTRODUCTION
The myelodysplastic conditions are a heterogenous group of haematological disorders characterised by refractory cytopenias. They include quantitative and qualitative abnormalities of the myeloid cell lineage resulting in reduced chemotaxis, phagocytosis and enzyme content.",2 In the 1980s autoantibodies directed against the cytoplasmic constituents of neutrophils (ANCA) were discovered. Many of the antigens were found to be enzymes normally contained within the neutrophil granules, these include myeloperoxidase, Patients were retested after an interval of2-6 months where possible. A control group of healthy people from a similar age group was also tested.
RESULTS
Sera from 5 out of the 12 patients studied showed titres for pANCA on initial testing; a further patient negative on initial testing was positive on repeat testing. No patients showed positivity for cANCA, antinuclear antibody or other autoantibodies. One patient had borderline activity against myeloperoxidase initially, two patients were positive on repeat testing. The details are given in the table. In the control group no cases showed positivity for pANCA though two had demonstrable cANCA activity; all were negative for antimyeloperoxidase activity.
DISCUSSION
We have shown positive titres for pANCA in at least 5 out of 12 
